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At the April 15, 2002, CEO meeting, the Education Professional Standards Board reported that 
the Kentucky State University institutional pass rate on the 2001 PRAXIS was 36 percent.  At 
the June 26, 2002, CEO meeting, Kentucky State University officials reported that some of its 
students repeated the PRAXIS exam and the institutional pass rate, as recalculated, is higher than 
the 36 percent reported at the April CEO meeting.  The committee was complimentary of the 
report, but requested that KSU officials give an update regarding specific strategies that would 
be implemented to help students increase their test scores on future PRAXIS exams.   
 
Due to poor performance of graduates, two teacher education programs -- elementary education 
and physical education -- have been given emergency review status by the Education 
Professional Standards Board.  An emergency review of the two programs was held June 5, 
2002.   
 
The review committee report and the KSU response were presented to the EPSB at its September 
meeting.  The EPSB accepted KSU’s plan of action and directed its chair to send a letter to the 
KSU president stating that the EPSB is requiring that the elementary education and physical 
education certification programs have pass rates at or above 50 percent as reported in the 2001-
02 Title II Report.  (This would move the programs into Phase One of the review process; a 70 
percent or better pass rate would remove the programs from the emergency review process.)  
Failure to achieve at least 50 percent pass rates would necessitate EPSB action pursuant to KRS 
161.028(1)(e) and 16 KAR 5:010, Section 19.  This means that the KSU programs for training 
elementary and physical education teachers could lose their EPSB accreditation.   
 
KSU officials have agreed to work with the staff of the EPSB to identify best practices that may 
be implemented to improve student preparation and performance. 
 
The Legislative Research Commission Program Review and Investigations Committee, as part of 
a larger study of postsecondary education governance, met September 12, 2002.  The 
committee’s study of postsecondary education governance uses KSU as a case study of the 
broader powers and responsibilities of the Council on Postsecondary Education versus the 
powers and duties of institutional boards of regents and trustees.  During the September 12 
meeting, members of the committee criticized the performance of KSU’s graduates on the 
PRAXIS exam.   
 



 

In response to the criticisms of the teacher preparation programs by the CEO, the CPE, the 
EPSB, and others, KSU has asked an internal teacher education committee to study issues related 
to curriculum, operations, student support, technology, PRAXIS II, and communications.  
Recommendations for improvements are to be reported to the interim KSU president by 
December 6, 2002.  (KSU provided a summary table to highlight the total number of students, 
graduates, and exam completers from fall 2000 through fall 2002.  See attachment.) 
 
Members of the KSU faculty and staff attended the June 28 conference co-sponsored by the 
council and the Education Professional Standards Board to address Title II issues, best practices, 
and PRAXIS fairness issues.  A KSU representative will provide additional information and 
respond to questions at the October 21 meeting.  
 
 
 

 
 

Staff preparation by Rana Johnson  






















































































































